56                             WASHINGTON

company." It is so he expresses himself. In
this conjuncture he writes to his attached friend
and faithful secretary Mr. Lear. Under date of
August the second, 1798, from Mount Vcrnon, he
describes to him those fresh duties as hindrances
to .putting his private affairs in that order so ne-
cessary before he embarked in new scenes; it
being his desire, before quitting the scene of hu-
man action, to leave his concerns in sucll a condi-
tion as to give as little trouble as possible to those
who would have the management of them after-
wards. Under this view of his situation he had
written to the Secretary of "War to be informed
whether he was at liberty to appoint his secretary,
who should be entitled to the usual and proper
allowances; and concludes with asking Mr. Lear
if he would join him in that capacity if the Se-
cretary of War answered in the affirmative. Mr.
Lear assents.

This is the last letter in the series. I learn
from Mrs. Lear that others not in this collection,
bespeaking a high degree of intimacy and confi-the
